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SPECIALIZING IN:
Primary Care • Gynecology • Bariatric Medicine 

Bio Identical Hormone Treatment • Addiction Therapy 
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the Center for Medical Weight Loss
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 now available!

Women’s Breast Health
& Breast 
Thermography Clinic
Appointments Now Available
Saturday, September 20th 
Dr. Johnnie Ham 
MD of Coastal Prestige Medical Services & Clinic 

& Megan Scheiern Certi� ed Breast Thermographer

BREAST THERMOGRAPHY: 
The Safe Breast Health Screening 
• No dangerous radiation or compression
• Painless, easy, non-invasive
• Creates risk assessment 
  & opportunity for prevention
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Wells are, by their very nature, 
mysterious creatures. They burrow 
deep into the earth, and what they 

find there, what the process of dredging a new 
well reveals, does not fall within the sphere of 
public information. Of the 134 well applications 
filed in 2013 and 2014, little is known. We know 
roughly how far they plan to dig, though the 
drought has made finding water increasingly 
difficult, and wells—both for domestic and 
irrigation purposes—are delving deeper than 
ever. What that means, given that we’re living 
in the only Western state that doesn’t regulate 
groundwater pumping, remains unknown, 

particularly in light of the fact that so many people affiliated with 
the industry are reluctant to talk about their work [12]. 
 Also this week, learn what local police are doing with bayonets 
and Humvees [8], and what Shredder thinks they should do 
with their bayonets and Humvees [23]; meet some characters 
who are a little rough around the edges at the SLO Little Theatre 
[24]; and sink your teeth into an heirloom tomato that’ll rock 
your palate in all the right ways [44].

Ashley Schwellenbach
managing editor

cover design by Alex Zuniga

Editor’s note

BASIN 
WATERS RUN 
DEEP Finding 
water in the 
North County 
is not easy, 
so some well 
diggers are 
diving deep. 
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W hen he first arrived, he was still 
covered in scars and had to have his 
burns treated daily with a variety of 

salves. Both his ears were burned at the top, 
and his left cornea is scarred.
 “Those are still the scars from that 
horrendous burning,” said Kim Sturla, 
executive director and co-founder of Animal 
Place Sanctuary in Northern California, a 
rescue facility that took in Panda, a steer that 
was lit on fire when he was a few months old 
in Paso Robles.
 The sanctuary, which as a matter of policy 
does not pay for animals it rescues, tried to take 
in Panda after Sturla read what was done to 
him. Panda’s teenage owner, Dylan Wilkinson, 
declined to move him to the sanctuary. An 
anonymous Southern California woman later 
bought Panda for $10,000 and sent him to the 
sanctuary to avoid auction and slaughter.
 Wilkinson’s father declined a New Times 
request for comment.
 With Panda now at the sanctuary, where he 
will ostensibly live out the rest of his natural 
life, local animal rights activists have turned 
their efforts toward the legal system. As of press 
time, 24-year-old Garrett Kaplan was scheduled 
for a pre-preliminary hearing in a felony animal 
cruelty case after he allegedly doused Panda 
with kerosene and lit him ablaze on 
Oct. 26, 2013.
 Genete Bowen was one of several people to 
write letters on Sept. 1, encouraging San Luis 
Obispo Superior Court Judge Michael Duffy 
to deliver the maximum punishment, rather 
than what they believed would end up as a plea 
agreement to lesser charges.
 The SLO County District Attorney filed 
one count of felony animal cruelty against 
Kaplan. If convicted, he could face a maximum 

punishment of prison and as much as a $20,000 
fine, or a lesser punishment identified under the 
California Penal Code as a misdemeanor with 
the same fine but no more than a year in 
county jail.
 “I have helped in the process of making sure 
that Panda was moved to an animal sanctuary 
in Northern California, as well as monitoring 
his progress there,” wrote Bowen, who said she 
is the founder of DogE911 All Pet Emergency 
Training and the Paws Division Director for 
International Firefighter Cancer Foundation. 
“He is doing quite well, but that shouldn’t 
mean that the crime against him should go 
unpunished!”
 At least four other people delivered letters 
in response to the case, according to court 
records. Brown additionally launched two online 
petitions on Change.org and Care2 Petitions, 
which as of this writing had received 403 and 
1,932 signatures, respectively.
 Panda supporters said they planned to show 
up to the Sept. 11 hearing wearing lime green 
to make themselves noticeable.
 “We hope that you will notice we are present 
and paying very close attention to this case,” 
Diane Dieterich wrote to Duffy and Deputy 
District Attorney Jesse Marino.
 Neither the District Attorney’s Office nor 
Kaplan’s attorney, Jay Allen Peterson, returned 
requests for comment.
 As for Panda, Sturla said he was about ready 
to be released from quarantine and introduced 
with the sanctuary’s other cows. He already has 
a girlfriend named Jazzy, she added.
 “We introduced her to Panda two weeks ago,” 
Sturla said. “They got along famously well.” ∆

—Colin Rigley
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What the county’s talking about this week

SLO man arrested on 
suspicion of torture
 As of press time, 33-year-old San Luis Obispo 
resident Timothy John Hayes was in jail 
after being arrested on Sept. 8 for a variety of 
suspected crimes, including torture and assault 
with a deadly weapon.
 At 11:30 p.m. that night, police responded to 
a call that took them to the Chevron Station at 
Santa Rosa Street and Foothill Road. There, 
they found a 27-year-old woman who reported 
escaping from a horrific scene. The officers’ 
report said she had tape tangled in her hair and 
her body was covered in burn marks, lacerations, 
scratches, bruises, and extreme swelling; she 
alleged that Hayes held her against her will for 
approximately two hours, during which time he 
bound her in heavy masking tape and assaulted 
her with a knife, scissors, and a pool cue, and 
burned her with kitchen utensils.
 She said that she was eventually able to 
escape, and fled in her vehicle to safety.
 Officers reported that when they arrived at 
Hayes’ residence on Jeffrey Street, he was inside 
the house and appeared to be under the influence 
of a controlled substance; detectives obtained a 

search warrant and reported finding multiple 
pieces of evidence corroborating the alleged 
assault. They also found a .22 caliber handgun 
and a high-powered assault rifle.
 Hayes was arrested on suspicion of torture, 
kidnapping, mayhem, false imprisonment, 
criminal threats, domestic battery, and assault 
with a deadly weapon.
 According to SLOPD Lt. John Bledsoe, 
Hayes and the woman “had a very new dating 
relationship” prior the incident. As of press time, 
investigators weren’t clear on what led to the 
alleged torture.
 Late on Sept. 10, SLOPD added a suggested 
charge of attempted murder, before turning the 
case over to the DA.

—Jono Kinkade

A.G. City Council 
declines to further 
investigate an ‘incident’
 Despite receiving scathing criticism and 
strongly worded accusations of a “cover-up” 
from locals, the Arroyo Grande City Council 
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Citizens ask for maximum 
punishment in animal cruelty case

PAST SCARS After being set on fire in 
October 2013, Panda the steer is now living 
on a Northern California animal sanctuary.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANIMAL PLACE SANCTUARY
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COASTAL ➤ High 77  Low 57
INLAND ➤ High 86  Low 54

COASTAL ➤ High 79  Low 58
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WeekendWeather

Central Coast Weather Report
Dave Hovde

KSBY Chief Meteorologist

Ridge of high pressure broadens and limits 
marine influence. Should stay warm and dry 

beyond this forecast.
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